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Night Psalm was inspired by Psalm 77, particularly verse 20:

Your way was through the sea,
your path, through the mighty waters;
yet your footprints were unseen.

The melody of the piece is based on a chant found in a late sixteenth
century antiphoner from Augsberg Cathedral in Germany. It is not known
why this book would have been made so late, given the liturgical politics
involved.

Night Psalm is dedicated with love to Paul Kahn on the occasion of his
becoming a deacon. The piece is March 10 in A Book of Days.

To the performer:

You can begin the piece with as much hesitancy as you like: even slower
than the notated tempo, if you can sustain it. I have marked suggested
tempi in parentheses as guideposts to the gradual accelerando: there
should not be any sudden increases in tempo. As you continue, the tempo
and volume should gradually increase until you're really celebrating.
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