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Eve Beglarian
Atque Semper (2006)
for flute, horn, electric guitar, bass, and piano

Program Note:

Atque Semper is a meditation on the early medieval hymn Ave Maris Stella.
The guitarist plays a free version of the melody while the other
instruments try very hard to mess it up. The pianist is torn between
supporting the guitar and hanging out with the troublemakers.

Atque Semper was commissioned by Dylan Allegretti for Santa Fe New Music
and is dedicated to him with many thanks.

To the Performers:

I suggest that the guitarist first learn Ave Maris Stella, and then work on
Atque Semper. I have just given you notes and rhythms, because you can
shape it yourself. Play it the way you would sing it: you should always be
calmly joyful and steadfast, never insistent, no matter what the other
instruments do to mess you up. I think you want to play the piece on
electric guitar with a sweet clean pre-amp, but you are welcome to try it
on acoustic as well.  It is fine (in fact, excellent) if the other instruments
sometimes drown you out.

The flute, horn, and bass should play as aggressively as you can. Be ugly
and brazen.

The piano alternates between lovingly accompanying the guitar and
joining the outbursts of the others. Your job is perhaps the most difficult,
and the greater the distance you are able to create between the two kinds
of music you are playing, the better the piece will turn out.

I hope you enjoy it.
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